
Contest for 4th and 5th Grades
Demonstrations are when you show and tell

Must answer the question “How”

Rules:
Must have at least 1 poster to list materials and steps
Poster must be able to be read from across the room, may include photos
Must have props, ingredients, materials, etc to show the steps
No live pets, firearms or knives are allowed
Explain and show steps and show final product
Can not just give a speech on a subject
Set up and clean up does not count in time limit

Time Limit:  3 minutes

Preparing for your demonstration
Gather materials/ingredients needed
Design and make posters
Practice and time your demonstration

4-H Members will be judged on:
Appearance - neat, well groomed, posture
Voice - pleasing, clear, distinct correct English
Explanation - main points clearly stated, well organized
Practical questions - answered accurately
Posters – easy to read, tells enough information
Props/Materials – appropriate for topic, easy to see



Demonstrations must relate to one of the following science areas:

Plant (garden, plant science)
Large Animal (beef, horse, poultry, sheep, goats)
Small Animal (cats, dogs, rabbits)
Health (nutrition, food science, health, fitness, sports, recreation)
Consumer (clothing, arts & crafts, economics)
Environmental (forestry, wildlife, fisheries, entomology)
Engineering (computers, electric, photography, safety)
Human (performing arts, citizenship, leadership, communications)

Demonstrations will be judged as a county contest. 
Example:

Title How to Bake Chocolate Chip Cookies

Materials Needed: premeasured bags of sugar, flour, chips to show, plastic 
egg, large bowl, mixing spoons

What to put on poster: Ingredients on one side and Steps on other side

What to show: use premeasured ingredients, plastic egg, etc to act out 
steps for mixing cookies without actually mixing them up, 
show final product at end

4-H Meeting 
Activities

Objectives State Content Standards

Demonstration 
Contest

• Learn to 
research a 
subject.

• Learn to 
organize ideas 
in a logical 
order.

• Learn to 
express 
yourself 
clearly.

• Learn to be a 
teacher.

4th Grade Standards:
ELA-W.1a: Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which 
related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
ELA-W.1b: Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details.
ELA-W.1d: Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.
ELA-W.2a: Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include formatting, 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
ELA-W.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of sources. 
ELA-SL.4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
ELA-SL.5: Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to enhance the development 
of main ideas or themes.  
ELA-L.3a: Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.

5th Grade Standards:
ELA-W.1a: Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas 
are logically grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
ELA-W.1b: Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
ELA-W.1d: Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 
ELA-W.2b: Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples.
ELA-W.2d: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
ELA-W.8: Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; summarize or paraphrase information in notes and finished work and provide a list of sources.
ELA-SL.4: Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
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